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ROSS BEWLEY, Pres.

Seniors——f'irs‘(—class seamen! The last trip of the
four-year voyage! Many of these sailors will agree
with Joseph Conrad, who wrote "Ah! the good old
time—the good old time. Youth and the sea. Glam-
our and the sea! The good, strong sea, the salt, bitter
sea, that could whisper to you and roar at you and
knock your breath out. By all that's wonderful it is
the sea, | believe, the sea itself—or is it youth alone?
Who can tell? But you here—you all had something
out of life: money, love—whatever one gets on shore
—and, tell me, wasn't that the best time, that time
when we were young at sea; young and had nothing,
except hard knocks—and sometimes a chance to feel
your strength—that only—what you all regret?"

In our book this year the school is a ship, and the
students are the crew. Many a senior, looking back
over his four years of high school, is like a sailor,
looking back over several years at sea. He came to
the ship as a green apprentice, worked through the
periods of third-class and second-class seamanship,
and at last attained the status of first-class seaman.

And he thinks of all the hard knocks and hard work—
the hours of toil at night, the hours of struggling with
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difficult tasks during the day.. And he also thinks of
the pleasant times spent with those of his own age—
the sports, the groups, the dramatics, and other ac-
tivities.

What senior regrets the time spent on this four-
year trip? Not one! They have grown from raw
youngsters into capable adults, ready to take care of
themselves in the '"cold, hard world." A few hard
knocks have toughened them for rough weather to
come, and pleasant times have given them happy
memories of days gone by.

During the last few months of the fourth-year trip
the sailors who are leaving the ship for the last time
naturally look forward to new experiences and sur-
roundings. Are they just back where they started
from, ready to try something new? Not all alll For
they are indeed different persons—decidely differ-
ent from the raw youngsters who signed up four years
ago. Wiser, huskier, and infinitely more mature,
they are ready to face the troubled seas of the mod-
ern world. May they be as successful in their new
work as they have been during the long trips of the
past four years.
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